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HOW TO USE THESE
TEMPLATES

Each template helps you create simple "story starter" cards for your
family photos. Print them on cardstock, write in the details, and keep
them with your photos. When kids see these cards, they'll naturally start
asking questions about the people who share their DNA.

Pro tip: Start with photos where someone looks like your child - kids love
discovering family resemblances!
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1: THE LOOK-ALIKE CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

This is:

They lived around:

What I notice:

Who they remind me of in our family:

Questions to explore:

e Do you see the resemblance?

e \What do you think they were like?

e | wonder what made them smile like that...

2: THE MYSTERY PERSON CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

What we know:

What we're curious about:

e Where was this taken?

e What was happening that day?

e How are they connected to us?

Clues we've found:

o Clothing style suggests:

o Background shows:

o Someone thinks this might be:

Family detectives on the case:
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3: THE SPECIAL OCCASION CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

The event:

The people:

Why this moment mattered:

Traditions that continue today:

Stories worth sharing:

4: THE EVERYDAY LIFE CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

What they're doing:

Where this was taken:

What this tells us about their life:

How life was different then:

Things that haven't changed:
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5: THE ADVENTURE CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

The adventure:

Who went:

What happened:

Why this trip/experience was special:

Places our family still talks about visiting:

6: THE WORK LIFE CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

Their job:
What they did:

How this job helped our family:

Jobs that run in our family:

What this teaches us about hard work:
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7: THE LOVE STORY CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

Their love story:

How they met:

What made their relationship special:

Love lessons for our family:

Romantic traditions they started:

8: THE YOUNGEST GENERATION CARD

Photo: [Place card next to photo or describe photo here]

This child grew up to be:
What they were like as a kid:

Their favorite things:

How they're connected to you:

Traits you can still see in our family:
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GETTING STARTED
TIPS

Choose photos that:

Show clear faces

Have someone who looks like your kids
Capture interesting moments or expressions
Make you curious about the story

Start conversations by:

Asking "What do you notice about this person?"

Sharing one thing you know, then asking what they think
Letting kids come up with their own theories

Making it fun, not like a history lesson

Remember: The goal isn't to have all the answers - it's to start caring
about the people in these photos and wondering about their lives.

Want More Family Story Ideas?

Visit LisaLisson.com for more ways to connect your kids to their family
history, or sign up for weekly family story inspiration at
https://lisalisson.com/aymcnewsletter.

Every family mystery you solve together creates a memory your kids or
grandchildren will treasure.
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