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FAMILY
PHOTO

DETECTIVE
CHECKLIST

Turn your family into photo detectives
and solve mysteries together.



Pick one mystery photo and work through this checklist with your kids or
grandchildren. You don't need to be an expert - you're looking for clues
that help you guess when the photo was taken and who might be in it.
Make it fun, like solving a puzzle together!

Remember: The goal is curiosity and connection, not perfect answers.

HOW TO USE THIS
CHECKLIST

LISALISSON.COM
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Photo Description: _____________________________________________________

THE PHOTO
DETECTIVE GAME

Detective Team Members: _____________________________________________

Investigation Date: _____________________________________________________



Our best guess about the people:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

How many people are in the photos? ________________

CLUE CATEGORY 1:
THE PEOPLE
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Adults: ___________________________________

Children: _________________________________

Elderly: __________________________________

Ages we can guess:

What are they wearing?

Formal clothes or everyday clothes?

Any uniforms?

Hats, jewelry, or special accessories?

Body language clues:

Do they look happy, serious, or surprised?

Are they posed formally or acting natural?

Who's standing close together?

Family resemblances:

Who looks like someone in our family?

What features do they share?



Our best guess about the location:
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Inside or outside? ____________________________

CLUE CATEGORY 2:
THE SETTING
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Living room, kitchen, church, school?

Any furniture or decorations visible?

If inside, what room?

If outside, what location?

Front yard, park, beach, farm?

Any buildings, cars, or landmarks?

Background clues:

What's behind the people?

Any signs or writing visible?

Technology or objects that look old?

Family resemblances:

Who looks like someone in our family?

What features do they share?



Our best guess about when this was taken:

 □ Before 1920 □ 1920s-1940s □ 1950s-1960s  □ 1970s-1980s □
1990s-2000s □ Not sure!

CLUE CATEGORY 3:
TIME PERIOD CLUES
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Long or short skirts?

Hair styles (curly, straight, long, short)?

Men's pants style or hat types?

Clothing style hints:

 Technology spotted:

Cars (what style?)

Appliances or gadgets visible?

Type of camera used (sharp or fuzzy photo)?

Photo quality clues:

Black and white or color?

Sharp and clear or soft and fuzzy?

Square, rectangle, or unusual shape?

Holiday or season hints:

Any decorations visible?

Summer or winter clothing?

Special occasion setup?



CLUE CATEGORY 4:
THE PHOTO ITSELF
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What's written on the back?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Condition clues:

Corners bent or damaged?

Faded colors?

Professional or snapshot quality?

 Where was it found?

In an album, loose in a box, in a frame?

Mixed with other photos from when?

Photo size and shape: _________________________________

Physical clues summary:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________



FAMILY
INVESTIGATION
ACTIONS
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Text this photo to relatives and ask:

"Do you recognize anyone in this picture?"

"Does this location look familiar?"

"When do you think this was taken?"

Compare to other family photos:

Same people in other pictures?

Similar clothing or locations?

Photos that might be from the same day?

Who we plan to ask about this photo:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Research ideas to try:

Look up clothing styles from our time guess

Search for the location if we identified it

Ask older family members about family events



OUR DETECTIVE
CONCLUSIONS
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What we figured out:
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Next photo we want to investigate:
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

What we're still curious about:
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Most interesting discovery:
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________



FAMILY DETECTIVE
TIPS
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Make it fun:

Let kids or grandchildren guess first before sharing what you know
Create wild theories together - it's okay to be wrong!
Celebrate small discoveries like "That dress style is from the 1940s!"

Keep investigating:

Some mysteries take time to solve
New family members might recognize people you don't
Technology changes - photos that seem impossible to identify now
might be solvable later

Document your discoveries:

Write your findings on the story starter cards
Keep detective sheets with the photos
Share discoveries with family members who helped

Ready for More Family History Fun?

Check out more photo preservation tips and family story ideas at
LisaLisson.com, or join our weekly newsletter for family history
inspiration that busy parents can actually use.

Every family mystery you solve together creates a memory your kids or
grandchildren will treasure.

https://lisalisson.com/aymc-newsletter

